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Experimental cages that exclude carp allow scientists to examine the potential to restore aquatic vegetation.  (Photo by Chris Keleher) 



JUNE SUCKER PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny June sucker (as seen here on a penny) are usually less than three weeks old when they drift down river from spawning beds, and are 

easy prey for nonnative fish (Photo by Craig Ellsworth).
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A June sucker 
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Common Name 

JUNE SUCKER 

Scientific Name 

CHASMISTES LIORUS 

View Utah Distribution Map 

 

Photo by Unknown Photographer 

Photo Courtesy of Utah Division of Wildlife 

Resources 

The June sucker, Chasmistes liorus, is very narrowly distributed, occurring naturally in Utah Lake and 

the Provo River, and nowhere else in the world.  Although the species was once abundant in Utah Lake, 

it is now extremely rare.  Major causes of the June sucker's decline include flow alterations, pollution, 

and drought, hybridization with other sucker species, and competition with and predation from exotic 

fish species.  The June sucker is Federally listed as endangered, and efforts to help recover the June 

sucker population are on-going. 

Interestingly, although June suckers are members of the sucker family, they are not bottom feeders.  The 

jaw structure of the June sucker allows the species to feed on zooplankton in the middle of the water 

column. 

June sucker adults leave Utah Lake and swim up the Provo River to spawn in June of each year.  

Spawning occurs in shallow riffles over gravel or rock substrate.  Fertilized eggs sink to the stream 

bottom, where they hatch in about four days.  No parental care is given to eggs or young. 

Sources:  

  Biotics Database.  2005. Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, NatureServe, and the network of Natural Heritage Programs 

and Conservation Data Centers. 

  Sigler, W. F. and J. W. Sigler. 1996. Fishes of Utah[:] a natural history. University of Utah Press. Salt Lake City. 375 pp. 

 

  

http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/ucdc/default.asp
http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/rsgis2/Search/SearchVerts.asp
http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/rsgis2/Search/SearchInverts.asp
http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/rsgis2/Search/SearchSelection.asp?Group=PLANT&Species=PLANT
http://dwrcdc.nr.utah.gov/rsgis2/Search/Map.asp?Id=596
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Common Name 

COMMON CARP 

Scientific Name 

CYPRINUS CARPIO 

View Utah Distribution Map 

 

Photo by Unknown Photographer 

Photo Courtesy of Utah Division of Wildlife 

Resources 

The common carp, Cyprinus carpio, is native to Eurasia, but has been widely introduced in the 

United States, including in water bodies throughout Utah. Carp cause problems in many areas of 

Utah, where they compete with native fish species and/or destroy habitat used by native fishes 

and waterfowl. 

Common carp are opportunistic feeders, eating mostly insects and other invertebrates. It is not 

unusual, however, for carp to consume plant matter as well. Young carp eat zooplankton and 

phytoplankton. Carp spawn during the spring and summer, usually in shallow water. Large 

numbers of eggs (large females can produce well over 1 million eggs) are released into the water 

and hatch in one to two weeks. Carp often inhabit slow-moving areas, and they are very tolerant 

of poor water conditions. 

Sources:  

  Biotics Database. 2005. Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, NatureServe, and the network of Natural Heritage 

Programs and Conservation Data Centers. 

  Sigler, W. F. and J. W. Sigler. 1996. Fishes of Utah[:] a natural history. University of Utah Press. Salt Lake City. 375 

pp. 
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