UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
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ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:

¢ Images from the Utah Lake: Legacy Book
o Garden City Resort (Pg. 17)
o Provo Lake Resort (Pgs. 18-21)
o Provona Beach (Pgs. 22-23)
o Lincoln Beach (Pgs. 24-25)
o SS Sho-Boat (Pgs. 26-32)
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GARDEN CITY RESORT.

Nells Omanson opaned this resort near the mouth of the Provo River in
June of 1889, Visitors found everything they needed to have a wandarful
tima, There were bathhouses and swimsuits 1o rent. Provo’s Sivar and
Opera House bands and Profassor Kent's miktary archestra furnished music
i o large dance pavilion that catered to the dancing crowd. A half-mile
horseracing Irack had spectators cheanng with excitament for their favorite
nag The steamer Eastmond provided a way for residents of the narth end
of Utah County to get to the resort by watar. As many as 125 passengers
could take a grand nde on the vessel, which was 40 feat long by 12 feet
wide, and crusod at 8 spood of about 7 méas per how
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PROVO LAKE RESORT.

Aftor the Garden City Resort dosed, tha Provo Lake Resort was bom. [ts

managers beckaned Provo locals to visit and enjoy the rasort "Owned by
Provo People Managed By Provo People. " The owners felt that a message
emphasizing the resort’s close-to-home feel would be the ticket 1o profits
After afl, why would one travel as far as Genava Resort whan the best
frashwater bathing area was so close 10 Provo? The resort siso offered
pcals a dance pavihon, 8 restaurant and bar, a boathouse, and convenent

transportaton via rail, thanks 1o the Provo City Rasircad
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GRAND OPENING

e OF THE i

100 Lake Resort

FhiDAY, JUNE 18,

Among Lthe atir s for this dey will by

A YACHT RAE}E

)\l hh:;, red Jullun Jensen's

(‘nnm-rt and Ball will begivenin
the Evening by the Provo Mil-
itary Band.

Hathing (s exvellont NEW BATHING SUITH AND DATH JTOUSKES
i Now Kow Boats
ul 1o the Hesort 1a o firstolass coodition far Bicyolos and buggies
e Restaoeant will be run in Orstolass styie. You oun have whatover
YOour bosrt desires in the line of refroshimenis

Conveyntoes for the round trip o the Kesort will lvave Knlghts' sad
Shnrp’s Hvery stabios avery aflernoott and ovening. Round Trip, 280, 4 =33
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PROVONA BEACH RESORT.

H; al attraction naar the wth \S 1 1tion becams 2 poputar, ( 1 jinment axpanded
of tf an round 1926, entreprene Wots from 3 1 tar began landing on tt
t ' In the ¢ ke SaCh ) Off ) to thrill saek just 2 1 he Drave
VT 1 g w g9 aNd adventunus could see the axe Tro DOV | it ) v
hu sthho
| | i Y One of tha most axciiing evants at Provona was the July 4 calabration of
1925, Provo \" NSTTUCIod. Thare ware e 9 1 k Dattl 'y ere 10 re-Enact the San M Bay
nforts | JUEEES ich as slectic ¢ - gt - npkets with specially made shs and lraworks 10 maka the battle al
Ihat 08 crea 1 soft donk v ) ) the it ha oy 15 3OVertise gt nng ML
Doatlt 22l I% L ve yCtustied. ooa | J ented 18 nihe 81l eve 15 ‘a ':"I 33 :‘ jae ; | Iy ‘; nove that “ .'A) ) S UM OF
pi compiate with electnc lights, picnic tables, and a people amved to witness the “Great Navel Battle ™ But first, guests anjoyed
Clover was pianted on the grounds for picnickers t y full day of activites including 2 parade of bathing beauties. modem
Ny, and swings were added for the childrar vaudewlie acts instrumental numbers, and vocal parforma Jn the
rven, ther Org SWImImng 1ace v } riding
demonstrations. [he battie itself was 11103
0V, NG exnNausteq, somanme atter g
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Sunset Bathing Is Great

It's great! Splagh in the waves of Provona Beach,
The swimming s fine! A big, broad, clean sandy
beach,  Bathing suits, buth houses and every con-
venience. The ideal pluce to bring the whole family
for & swim. Jump in the car - - it only takes a few
minutes to get there. Drive straight west on Center St.

Eat Your —Luqcltedn In Cool Breezes
Under the Trees at Provona Beach

Provona Beach

The Resort Beautifal
On Lake Utah

Let's go! A blg epen, clean sandy beach to play on,
Pare lake breecep.  $hoating! Honfires! BATIHING!
v nnd 8 world of fun and frofie.

“* Dancing.Parties! Oatings!

Goond music and a big nolid maple floor in an open
ale dance povilion. Jitney dancen and private duncing
parties : :

Rcfruh;ncnu at City Prices!

Complete fountaln nervice from large new fintolin
Just installed. Root Peer in the stein! Ilot Dogs!
Hambergers!  Fotthed drinks and pll candies and cone
fectionury at elly prices

Real Pleasure At Provena Beach
At‘The Mc?uth of Provo River
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LINCOLN BEACH.

The old resort i lang gonea, but the “new” Lincoln Baach on the south end
of Utah Lake m stll 5 welluned area for boating. 1t has aloo become a magnet
for walleye onglers. Warm springs can be found near the remains of what @
now roferred to a8 Okl Lincoln Beach

“Lincoln Beach, the new bathing resort at the point
of the mountain west of this city is now in running
order. They have eight bath houses and twenty-five
suits on hand. A pier 100 yards long is being built
out into the lake, at the end of which a large
platform will be built for the benefit of bathers

and spectators. The steamer Helen of Provo had
been engaged to run between that place and Lincoln
Beach on Sunday next at 25c¢ for the round trip, and
in addition they have a number of row boats [sic] for
hire. Refreshments in the shape of ice cream, soda
water, etc. will be provided, and a general good time
is expected.” — The Spanish Fork Sun, July 14th, 1892.
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GRAND TIMES ON THE S.S. SHO-BOAT.

The S.S. Sho-Boat was a bright light in the dark times of the Great
Depression. Built by Hewitt Strong and Elmer Smith, the Sho-Boat was
thair way of promoting Utah Lake as a "recreational meccs,” as Hawitt
called it. Both men loved the lake and used it often — they even found a
way 10 anjoy it in the winter. The two dasigned and built an ice boat on
sleigh-like runners. It was propelled by an airplane motor and steered by
rudders, but it had no brakes. The fearless Strong and Smith had a great
time whipping across the lake at speeds of up to 60 miles per hour.

With the S.5. Sho-Boat, the ambitious duo knew they had somaething
special in the making. Hewitt anvisioned not only “a summer boat.. carrying
passengers 10 points of interest surrounding the lake,” but one that could be
the center of entertainment. At 90 feat long and 22 feet wide, the Sho-Boat
was the largest and most luxunously equipped vessel to ever sail on Utah

Lake, Passengers were invited to glide across the dance floor or enjoy live
music played from the stage. There was aiso 3 galley for serving catered
snacks and meals. The grand boat’s first official cruise, which took place
on April 11, 1832, was privately chartered by the Utah State Dentists’
Association.

The Sho-Boat's first public cruise was launched on April 25, 1932. Fifty
cents bought an adult round-trip ticket; children from ages saven to 15 paid
only 26 cents each to ride. Strong and Smith usually took passengers to Bird
(Rock) Island every Sunday afternoon. It was just 6 miles from the mouth

of the Provo River, but at a cruising speed of 8 miles per hour, a round trip
and a short visit to the island could take up to four hours. Passengers got

a great amount of anjoyment out of their fares, and considared a tour on
this beautiful boat a rare treat dunng tough times

That was

romantic.” — Rex Blake, 87, Vineyard, UT.



UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT




UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT

|
(
l
|




UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT




UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT




UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT




UTAH LAKE RESORTS —
S.S. SHO-BOAT




